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Sustainable Development Goals
Sydney Community Foundation, Sydney Women’s
Fund and Be Kind Sydney support the United Nation
sustainable development goals.
Our work focuses on goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 and 11.
Global collaboration and local actions aim to achieve
each goal by 2030 in a pledge to ensure no one is left
behind.

The United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a universal
framework and plan to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all.

For more info visit:
www.sydneycommunityfoundation.org.au
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Ceo letter

Building
stronger
Sydney
communities

We invite you to help us change Sydney, for good.
Our aim is to provide you with new opportunities
for giving to causes you care about, and connect
you with a community of people who are
passionate about an equitable and just Sydney.
Supporting local changemakers and community
leaders to work with women and families is
essential if we are to build the sort of Sydney we
all want to live in. A place where everyone can
access opportunity.
Your donations will give confidence, skills and
hope to those in need, bring greater capacity
to the foundation, and provide more support to
community leaders - our front line catalysts of
change in peoples' lives.
You'll see in these pages a real focus on
women and children. We know when
women thrive, so do their children and their
communities.
Sydney Women's Fund initiated our women
focused place-based philanthropy in 2013 and it
continues to grow.
Community Foundations offer a brilliant way for
government, philanthropists and the community
to support local solutions to local problems.
Giving local means building a stronger, safer
community spirit, right here, in Sydney.
Since we combined the gender-lens giving of
Sydney Women’s Fund in 2014, with our post
code place-based philanthropy program, $7
million has been invested into disadvantaged
Sydney communities on programs designed by
and for, locals.
This year, much generous giving has been
directed to drought and fire impacted
communities, but Sydney’s people facing
disadvantage in urban communities still face
huge challenges.

Giving
Together

If ever there has been a time to give to people
struggling in Sydney, the time to give is now.
Sydney Community Foundation established
Be Kind Sydney DGR1 charity, in 2017
specifically to make it easy for donors to give
locally to our place-based work.
We are aiming to steadily grow community
philanthropy in a city where although many
enjoy the rewards of our strong economy, 48% of
Sydney women only earn $34,000 or less.
We invite you to join us.
Please enjoy reading through the programs
that have been brought to us for funding by so
many wonderful Sydney Charities who care
deeply about creating a more just city.
Careful due-dilligence and assessment has been
undertaken in prioritising these projects for our
2020 Inspiring Your Giving catalogue by the staff
and trustees of Sydney Community Foundation
and Be Kind Sydney.
We thank the Sydney charities and
neighbourhood services for our longterm partnerships in Liverpool, Fairfield,
Campbelltown and Bankstown, and enjoy
taking programs to new areas where people
need support.
Please give what you can and share the
opportunity to give with others.
With your support no one needs to be left
behind.

Jane Jose		
CEO 			

Michael Lynch AO CBE
Chair
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“

It made me
believe more
in myself.
The impact of women
supporting women

		

Mona Mahamed,
Change Leader Bankstown
Community Support Services
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”

is powerful.

Geographic &
Gender Lens
Giving

Place-Based
Philanthropy

New South Wales
Baulkham Hills
Est.2017

Greater Sydney
Ryde

Mt Druitt

Est. 2017

Parramatta
Est.2017

Greater
Sydney

Fairfield

Redfern

Est.2013

Fairfield
Warwick

Liverpool

Sydney Airport
District Redfern
Newtown

Bankstown

Est. 2017

Hurstville
Est. 2017

Claymore
Est.2016

Sydney

Campbelltown

HUBS & GRANTS MAP
Place-based program hubs since 2014...
- Liverpool Hub
- Campbelltown Hub
- Fairfield Hub
Place-based program hubs since 2017...
- Bankstown Hub
- Redfern Hub
- Newtown Hub
Flagged suburbs represent grassroots partnerships
we're also now supporting

Major Supporters of our Place-Based Program

THE

SNOW
FOUNDATION
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Grant
Funds for
programs

Gender Lens &
Place-based
Giving

$1,800,000
$1,700,000
$1,600,000
$1,500,000
$1,400,000
$1,300,000
$1,200,000
$1,100,000

Charitable funds connected to Sydney Community Foundation’s priority projects
Program funds donated to Sydney Community Foundation + Sydney Women’s Fund
Program funds donated to Be Kind Sydney DGR1, Sydney Community Foundation + Sydney Women’s Fund

$1,000,000
$900,000
$800,000
$700,000
$600,000
$500,000
$400,000
$300,000
$200,000
$100,000
$0

03-04

04-05

05-06

06-07

07-08

08-09

10-11

11-12

12-13

13-14

14-15

15-16

16-17

17-18

18-19

This years ‘Inspiring Your Giving’ campaign,
reflects our multi-year commitment to place-based
hubs since 2014. It highlights new priority projects
in other areas in response to growing community
need.

2017 and has expanded our impact in the five Local
Government Area's surrounding the Airport.

In 2020 we have an ambitious target of $1million
to raise for programs. With your support, and our
business, philanthropic and government partners,
we’re expanding the program geographically
across Greater Sydney.

In 2018-2019 we raised

We’re continuing our Place-Based Philanthropy
work with our lead charity partners in Warwick
Farm (Liverpool), Fairfield and Claymore (Campbelltown). Last year we identified two new local
champions laying the foundations for Hubs in
Bankstown, Redfern and Newtown.
Thanks to a My Community Project grant from
NSW Government, we are establishing strong links
within the Newtown electorate with a pilot project
addressing women's financial vulnerability.
Our multi-year Sydney Airport 'Bid for Good'
partnership has raised $510,000 since we began in
6.

09-10

These programs all have direct impact on the
lives of families struggling in Sydney and NSW.
- $776,651 Donated to SCF
- $556,738 Donated to Be Kind Sydney
- $200,000 connected to RISE Whitelion

Our support is from an expanding base of loyal
donors at all levels including major interstate charitable foundations including The Snow Foundation,
Melbourne’s Lord Mayors Charitable Fund, The
Portland House Foundation and Bennelong Fund.
Thank you to our major long-term Sydney donors
Weir Anderson Foundation and Sherry Hogan
Foundation.
Thank you also to our growing number of people
who recognise the benefits of gender-lens and
local place-based giving and support the work of
Sydney Women's Fund.

Breaking down
barriers for
women

Women
&
Children

* Sydney Women's Fund, Portrait III Research 2018: Hopes, Dreams and Fears of Sydney Women, by
social researcher Dr Rebecca Huntley with Essential Research.
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Women & Children

Education

Sydney Women's Fund Future Changemaker Scholarships
Supporting gifted girls facing disadvantage
to reach their academic potential. These
scholarships are awarded in partnership with
Harding Miller Education Foundation. with
practical financial support and a mentor in a 4
year program through years 9-12.
35% of girls are refugees and new to Australia,
and 16% live in Out of home care, many are from
impoverished homes, Indigenous families, or live
with domestic violence and family breakdown.
Receiving a computer, high speed internet,
homework support, and funds for uniforms,
subject fees, excursions and constant support of
a mentor, enables students to build confidence,
knowledge of financial responsibility and
academic success.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 will pay for high

speed internet and PC support
for 12 months

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Creative Connection: Out of home care & Youth Justice
Each week Heaps Decent takes a portable
creative production studio to run workshops for
girls aged 12 to 17 living in refuges, Out of home
care and in Youth Justice.

Funding Target

These girls are experiencing adversity and
challenges so disproportionate to their age
and coping skills. It impacts severely on their
emotional wellbeing and mental health. Many
are also terribly isolated and lonely.

will cover 8 weekly
group sessions of hands on
creative learning in a refuge or
youth justice centre

Using digital media, participants are guided
by artists to create their own songs, electronic
music and visual content The visits are fun and
uplifting. Together they learn new skills, create
friendships and a sense of belonging.

$16,500

A Gift of Just

$2,000

2020 New Project

Young Women's Marketplace Employment Hub
The Young Women’s Marketplace Employment
Hub run by 2Connect will start a micro
business incubator for young women to gain
skills in product development, marketing and
budgeting. Together they will learn how to
launch a new product or service as a micro
business as part of a group social enterprise.
Young women aged 17–25 from culturally/
linguistically diverse & Aboriginal backgrounds,
newly arrived & refugees, LGBTQI, and
those with disability, will learn to identify
their strengths, skills and areas of interest.
They can take action to overcome financial
vulnerability, and discrimination to increase
their employment opportunities.

Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$1,000 will help a young

women identify her strengths
and develop a product for
launch

2020 New Project

BUMP - Mentors for Young Mums
BUMP is a powerful mentoring program for
at-risk young mums run by Raise Foundation
empowering them socially and emotionally to
re-engage in life, education and employment.
BUMP has already reached over 500 girls and
recently found half of the participants (52%)
have direct experience with domestic violence.
Working with vulnerable young pregnant girls
and new mum's in Parramatta & Dee Why,
BUMP offers weekly mentoring by a local
volunteer mum and support of a dedicated
counsellor to increase their confidence in their
parenting abilities and develop a plan for their
education and future employment.
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Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$325 provides an

experienced counsellor for
weekly sessions

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Indigenous
Aunty: Role models for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander girls
During their work, 3Bridges Aboriginal Services
has found a large group of young women
who have big dreams about what their futures
could be. They are bright, but struggling to stay
at school. Each has a strength that is worth
investing in. What they are all missing is an
older female role model, to show them how to
achieve their dreams.
This project will deliver a successful older
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander mentor
to young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
women from vulnerable and complex
backgrounds. It will help these girls rediscover
their strengths, connect them to culture and
community, and become role models for others.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$1,500 will allow fifteen

young girls to participate in a
team building activity with their
caring and successful role model

2020 New Project

Indigenous Women's Career Mentoring
Sydney Women’s Fund: Portrait III Research
recently found an alarming 44% of women had
experienced discrimination in the last 12 months.
Almost a third reporting their mental health
(32%) and career (31%) suffering, with income
(20%), personal relationships (17%) and physical
health (11%) also affected.
For many Alumni of CareerTrackers – they
are the first in their family to graduate from
university and work in the private sector. This
mentoring program will accelerate the careers
of 20 Indigenous women, connecting them with
a supportive, dedicated mentor and a network
of industry leaders and professionals.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 enables support for

one Indigenous young woman
to receive 12-months professional
mentoring & coaching

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Malabar Midwives
Recognised nationally as a culturally
appropriate and successful model for Aboriginal
maternal and infant health care, Malabar
Midwives is a pioneering Indigenous urban
midwife service initiated by the Royal Hospital
for Women Foundation.
Building trust with new Mums on their journey
as parents, Malabar Midwives provide food
and transport and help reduce barriers for
Aboriginal women to quality health care.
Addressing the inequities of access to maternal
and infant health care, this unique program is
improving health and wellbeing of Aboriginal
women and their children.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$50

will buy emergency taxi
vouchers for mum's with babies
in the premature babies ward

$1,000

will buy fresh food
deliveries for post-birth nutrition

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Yurungai Learning Centre - Redfern
Yurungai Learning Centre supports families
living in the Waterloo Public Housing estate
in Sydney with after-school services to 30-40
mostly Aboriginal primary school children.

Funding Target

Run by Barnardos, children receive nutritious
daily meals, one-on-one tutoring, homework
club, educational support and transport. They
also enjoy cultural learning, creative activities,
sports, dance, music and education in social
skills and empowerment.

will provide culturally
and age appropriate books for a
child to keep up with their peers
at School

Yurungai works closely with parents, especially
mothers, to ensure they are safe, connecting
them also with culture and community.

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$100

Continuing Multi-year
Program
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Safer stronger families
Hope & Heal Retreat
Experts agree ‘women-central’ treatment for
domestic violence continues to be best-practice,
yet policy and funding priorities are failing
to provide much beyond immediate crisis
response. Hope and Heal addresses this,
empowering survivors to take charge of their
own health and wellbeing, learning selfdriven methods of long-term recovery, and
encouraging participation in community life.
Hope and Heal retreats have been carefully
developed in consultation with survivors
and health/ wellbeing experts, to equip and
empower women with tools to overcome
the enduring effects of trauma, and begin to
participate in society.

Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$620 will pay for the full pre
and post retreat programme for
one woman at Hope and Heal

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Refugee Women's Legal Support Service - Parramatta
Refugee women in Australia face cultural and
linguistic challenges in presenting their cases.
Some, like the Rohingya people, lack literacy
in any language. These vulnerable women
are not familiar with Australian laws and
experience marginalisation and isolation. Many
are traumatised due to persecution, conflict,
forced displacement and family separation.
For asylum seeker and refugee women
experiencing visa uncertainty and other legal
issues like domestic violence or socio-economic
disadvantage, they greatly benefit from the
Refugee Advice and Casework Service who
provide confidential legal and wrap around
support in a safe, women only centre.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 will give women

access to a dedicated female
lawyer to accompany them at
department hearings and with
writing legal submissions

2020 New Project

Parent's Brigade & City Pantry - Redfern
Within every community there are families
living with complex and challenging risk
factors, entering a cycle of disadvantage.
Poverty, unemployment, substance abuse,
family violence, unsafe housing, incarceration
or physical/mental disability of a parent, all
impact on their children’s wellbeing.
Girls & Boys Brigade are a critical support for
children and young people who live with at
least one of these risk factors, many with three
or more.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$500 will pay school fees,

summer and winter uniforms for
a family for a year.

2020 New Project

With early intervention Parent Support and
practical Food Hampers from city pantry,
families receive flexible responsive care.

Women's Wellbeing Group - Wentworthville
A recent survey found a startling number of
women in the South Asian community of
Wentworthville were suffering. Many struggle
with family violence and nowhere to turn. They
asked for a safe space. Encouragingly, local
women quickly volunteered to welcome new
arrivals and be available to mentor vulnerable
members of their community.
Bringing women together with no eligibility
criteria, Boronia Multicultural Services Inc. offer
weekly ‘drop-in’ wellbeing, safety, health and
leadership sessions with childcare. A qualified
coordinator is onsite and women can seek help,
advocacy support, and advice on job readiness.
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Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$1,000 secures a safe space

for women to meet for 6 months

2020 New Project

Older women
Women Staying Well Hub - Woolloomooloo & Chester Hill
Women's Housing Company has a complex
in the heart of Woolloomooloo and at Chester
Hill. It's Women Stay Well Hub has brought
together a community of older women living
in local social housing, and across the wider
Women's Housing Company tenant population.

Funding Target

Rather than burden busy family members or
relying on accessing complicated services, the
women often prefer to support one another.

learn smart phone skills to stay
connected to friends, family and
access health and other services
requiring digital access

Tenants have been pivotal in leading,
participating and co-designing activities. New
funding would allow expand to build on more
digital and financial literacy.

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$150 helps an older woman

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Ageing Well - Western Sydney
Overcoming the loneliness and isolation
experienced by many older people in refugee
communities is important to the fabric society.

Funding Target

With practical advice and access to a safe
space, STARTTS (NSW Service for the Treatment,
Rehabilitation of Torture and Trauma Survivors)
has tailored this program to reach over 400
older people from refugee communities
including Bosnian, Serbian, Armenian, Assyrian,
Syrian, South Sudanese, Cambodian, Afghan
and Tamil.

A Gift of Just

$11,000

$1,000 will reduce isolation
and loneliness for older people
in refugee communities across
Western Sydney

2020 New Project

It delivers respite from the pressures of family
life and intergenerational conflict, enables
friendships, wellbeing and healthy ageing.

Sister School
This project will enable Global Sisters to support
working age women to become financially
independent through an innovative program
that offers a pathway to self-employment.
Equipped with the skills, knowledge, networks
and self-belief to participate economically,
participants can make a significant contribution
to their own socio-economic and financial wellbeing and that of their family and community.
Women's unemployment, under-employment
and income inequality are issues that exist
in both low socio-economic areas of Sydney
and within pockets of more affluent areas. This
project will guide single women over 55, to
greater economic resilience.

Funding Target

$5,500

A Gift of Just

$1,000

supports access
to an innovative program
on foundations for selfemployment

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Tech savvy me (over 55's) - Bankstown
Keeping older Australian's connected with tech
savvy skills. As communication moves online
and customer service is digitised, more and
more senior Australians are struggling to keep
across the advancements.
From staying in touch with the grand children,
to accessing medicare which can only be done
by email, to staying relevant in an ageist job
market, Community Support Services is making
sure this generation stays connected.

Funding Target

$7,700

A Gift of Just

$100 will help participants
navigate health and other
services only available online
such as medicare

2020 New Project

Funds raised will purchase refurbished laptops
and tablets and a tech savvy trainer.
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Multi-Year
Place-Based
Programs

Established
Women's Hubs

Since 2014, our Place-Based Philanthropy program has given multi-year support to a network of
charity partner "Hubs", thanks to the generous donors of Sydney Women's Fund.
We continue to support the communities of Warwick Farm (Liverpool), Claymore (Campbelltown),
Fairfield and now Bankstown.
Listening to local communities, we co-design with charity partners and support a range of proven
programs and new pilot projects building social and economic resilience in postcodes of greatest need.
We know supporting women builds stronger communities.

Liverpool Hub
Social Enterprise Employment Scholarships
With ongoing SCF SWF support, Liverpool
Neighbourhood Connections (LNC) has grown
from one to five social enterprises. Creating
4,846 hours of work for disadvantaged women
in Western Sydney, $145,409.65 wages were
paid to local women last financial year.
For women who have taken up the challenge to
change their life, these scholarships help them
take the next step into employment. Offering
education and work experience, LNC’s strong
employment pathways break down barriers
of disadvantage whether they be cultural,
language based or financial.

Funding Target

$16,500

A Gift of Just

$8,250

provides one
woman with part-time
employment for 12 months.

$180 will employ a woman
for a week

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Alleviating financial stress for their families,
the women take great joy and pride in the role
model they become for their children.

Women's Business Incubator
Now in its seventh year, the Women’s Micro
Business Incubator will teach 10 financially
excluded and marginalised women from the
Liverpool area how to start their own business.
Since 2013, the Micro Business Incubator
initiated by Sydney Women's Fund and run
by Liverpool Neighbourhood Connections has
supported 65 women and launched 18 small
businesses, with more in the pipeline.
Graduates receive a $500 start-up grant and
mentoring in the 10 week program and beyond.
Offering a range of products and services,
women can grow their business selling their
products at the LNC run social enterprise, ‘The
Rising Collective’ boutique in Liverpool or online.
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Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$2,700 secures a

professional business instructor
for 60 hours

$500 will provide one
woman’s start-up grant

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Strive for Girls - Warwick Farm
A powerful initiative for young girls, Strive has
empowered over 100 at-risk girls since 2013
to make positive life choices. From families of
intergenerational unemployment, the girls
come to believe they don’t bring value to the
outside world.
Strive invites the girls on a journey to realise
their strengths and to be changemakers, to
stand up to injustice, to take pride in hard work
and empower others to do the same.
Designed and run by Liverpool Neighbourhood
Connections to guide girls safely from year 6 to
10, learn new skills like coding and self-defence,
stay engaged with school and have fun.

Funding Target

$33,000
A Gift of Just

$100 will supply equipment
and resources to learn a new
skill (eg. coding or self-defence)

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Thrive for Boys - Warwick Farm
As they make the journey to manhood, Thrive
empowers 20 boys over 12 months to make
positive life choices, including respect for
themselves and the women in their lives.

Funding Target

From year 6 through high school, Thrive is
skilling young men from disadvantaged
families in self awareness, anger management
and self belief. Engaging in constructive after
school activities, the community has seen a
marked decrease in vandalism and crime.

$100 means the boys

$5,500

A Gift of Just

Thrive offered at Liverpool Neighbourhood
Connections has become invaluable, keeping
kids connected and strengthening their sense of
belonging in the community.

can learn the foundations of
respectful relationships

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Dinner for 4 - Heckenberg
Making it easier for families to eat an
affordable, healthy dinner.

Funding Target

Launched in 2017, Dinner for 4 prepares and
packages a healthy meal for 120 families in
Heckenberg Western Sydney.

A Gift of Just

Making 30-40 meals per week. Dinner for 4
creates new employment opportunities for
disadvantaged women in Liverpool. Trained in
safe food handling to pack parcels for delivery,
women gain skills, work experience and paid
2 hours per week, for 40 weeks of the year.

$5,500

$2,400 secures 2 hours per

week employment for a year to
a woman in need, preparing the
food parcels for families

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Demand is growing for this project delivered
by Liverpool Neighbourhood Connections.

‘The Rising Collective’ Women's Pop-Up Shop
Opening in December 2017 as ‘The Rising
Collective’ boutique, graduates of the Women’s
Micro Business Incubator gain access to a main
street retail space. In addition, the store is part of
the employment scholarship program providing
practical retail training and employment work
experience for local women.
Forming part of an ‘advanced’ program
delivered by Liverpool Neighbourhood
Connections, women are given training onsite in
money handling, customer service, promotion
and product design. They are also matched
with a mentor in their industry.

Funding Target

$7,700

A Gift of Just

$1,000 will prepare the

women to sell their items instore and online

Continuing Multi-year
Program
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Bankstown Hub
On the Job Skills for Work - Bankstown
Volunteering at Community Support Services,
Centrelink work placement participants learn
practical skills for future employment.
Through training, inspiration, guidance and a
local support network, participants prepare for
work. Running the Village Pantry, participants
learn project management skills, how to track
stock and handle money for transactions and
customer service.
Community Support Services recognises the
complex support needs of Newstart recipients
and provides a caring environment to help them
believe in their own potential and capacity to
provide for themselves and their families.

Funding Target

$26,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 provides on the

job training for participants in
the Village Pantry, building
their confidence with real skills
needed to gain future work

2020 New Project

Y.e.s.s (Youth Education and Support Services) - Bankstown
Bringing the Bankstown community together
to share their knowledge and empower school
students, YESS provides educational support
in multidisciplinary subjects in the K-12 ‘key
learning areas’.
Led by a passionate local community
changemaker and qualified tutor, Community
Support Services has designed and runs the
program. With a focus on literacy, volunteers
from universities and work placements will
donate up to 500 hours of one-to-one and
small group tutoring. The program is also well
supported by passionate home schooling
mothers and stay-at-home teachers.

Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$100 gives a child access to a
qualified tutor

$25 will buy age appropriate
books, for a child struggling to
learn to read

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Healing Art - Bankstown
Exploring culture and language with an
experienced Art Therapy teacher, this project
will guide participants to find ways to gently
express pain through creativity and to heal.

Funding Target

Even in a thriving community like Bankstown,
people feel very alone. They suffer and are not
able to share their experience, emotion and
process their trauma in a safe and healing
environment.

$1,000 will supply the class

Run by Community Support Services these
classes will bring new beauty to old objects,
exploring different art styles and techniques
to create something authentic to their own
experience.

$9,000

A Gift of Just

with art materials and resources
to explore their creativity while
they heal

2020 New Project

The Village Pantry - Bankstown
Many families in the Bankstown community
struggle to make ends meet and put food on
the table. This project takes away the pressure
of hunger. It enables parents and caregivers
to know their childrens health and wellbeing
is taken care of, while they find jobs to get
themselves back on their feet.
Community Support Services co-ordinates fresh
produce from Foodbank and Coles SecondBite.
Refugees, struggling families, and others in the
community choose what they need. Anyone
unable to pay gets food for free or those who
can make a small contribution.
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Funding Target

$7,700

A Gift of Just

$1,000 trains volunteers to
prepare healthy food for locals
for the year

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Tech savvy me (over 55's) - Bankstown
Keeping older Australian's connected with tech
savvy skills. As communication moves online
and customer service is digitised, more and
more senior Australians are struggling to keep
across the advancements.
From staying in touch with the grand children,
to accessing medicare which can only be done
by email, to staying relevant in an ageist job
market, Community Support Services is making
sure this generation stays connected.

Funding Target

$7,700

A Gift of Just

$100 will help participants
navigate health and other
services only available online
such as medicare

2020 New Project

Funds raised will purchase refurbished laptops
and tablets and a tech savvy trainer.

Women's Sewing Circle - Bankstown
Many women in the Bankstown community,
such as refugees, single mums, struggling
families and more are often isolated at home.

Funding Target

Community Support Services offers women's
sewing lessons, providing social contact and
valuable life skills, to improve daily life.

A Gift of Just

The classes offer a way to generate income
and financially support themselves and their
families.
Facilitated by a passionate designer, classes will
progress from beginner to advanced, one-off
skill specific lessons, and expressive art classes
for young people.

$5,500

$500 means struggling

families can learn skills to start
their own business from home

Continuing Multi-year
Program

“

As soon as we heard
about Community Support
Services in Bankstown through
Sydney Community Foundation,
we wanted to get behind
Mona
and make sure...

		

Catherine Fox
Journalist, Author
and Donor

she could keep going.

”
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Fairfield Hub
#Headstartt - Fairfield
Now in it's fourth year, Headstartt brings
refugee and migrant young people out of
isolation and into a positive support network,
attracting up to 100 young people aged 14-24
each week.
Headstartt in Fairfield offers homework club,
Job club, TAFE sessions, exercise, art projects,
resume writing and mental health support.
Initiated in partnership with Parents' Cafe
Fairfield Inc., STARTTS NSW works with Sydney
Community Foundation to deliver this program.

Funding Target

$55,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 helps secure a

highly trained youth worker to
guide and mentor participants

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Young people are offered positive alternatives,
and encouragement away from crime, so they
can provide for themselves and their families.

Women's Friendship Sewing Circle
Women's Friendship Sewing Circle was initiated
five years ago by Parent's Cafe Fairfield Inc.
Participants receive a recognised TAFE
qualification and skilled teachers provide
technical training and encouragement. The
program has expanded to meet the women's
skill level including an advanced, paid work
experience program in partnership with The
Social Outfit and Ginger&Smart

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000

buys sewing
equipment and materials for 10
sessions

We are working with refugee and trauma
specialists STARTTS NSW to continue the circle
and keep this valuable community program
available for women in need in Fairfield.

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Be healthy Food Packs - Fairfield High School
Sydney Community Foundation has run a
number of successful programs from the
Fairfield High School which has a high
proportion of newly arrived Australians.

Funding Target

Recently, we found that food security is a huge
issue with many students and their families
going hungry.

$500 will secure nutritious

We're partnering with Fairfield High School to
make sure families can put food on the table,
and students come to school with food in their
belly, ready to learn.

2020 New Project

$5,500

A Gift of Just

fruit and vegetable snacks to
keep students focussed in class

Funding for this project will feed over 150
refugee and migrant families.

“

There is no limit in life to learn.
You can start at any time.
If you have the willing or wish to

...everything is possible.

16.

Jeanette, Participant - Sewing Circle Fairfield Hub

”

Campbelltown Hub
RISE - Claymore
Now in it's fifth year, RISE - Re-engagement
Initiative towards Supportive Education,
is changing lives for young people in the
Claymore community and strengthening
families. Alternative learning and wraparound support with family outreach is given
to high school students suspended, expelled or
chronically disengaged from school.
Coming from families of intergenerational
welfare dependency, these young poeple face
overwhelming disadvantage and are at risk
of contact with the juvenile justice system.
Emerging as a community pilot in 2015 RISE, codesigned by SCF and Whitelion, has become a
model of success for Sydney's young people.

Funding Target

$75,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 allows 3 young

people to enrol into a subsidised
Certificate III training in their
chosen career path

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Junior RISE - Narellan
Funding Target

Junior RISE co-designed by Save the Children
and Sydney Community Foundation helps
primary school children navigate, re-engage
and thrive in education despite high risk factors
and setbacks in their learning.

$55,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 will allow a child to

The number of school referrals and suspensions
in primary school children has increased over
the past five years. In 2016, NSW saw 7,540 K-6
children suspended.

discover their strengths with an
individual learning plan

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Though widely used, evidence shows
suspension is not improving kids behaviour.
Children experiencing socio-economic
disadvantage and cultural isolation have
increased likelihood of suspension.

Counting for Life - Campbelltown

“

Volunteer “Buddies” trained by Learning Links,
visit primary children once a week for 10 weeks
and guide them through a structured Counting
for Life program.

Funding Target

Through fun activities and games to encourage
children’s engagement and interest they build
numeracy skills and boost the children’s selfesteem.

will support one child
to participate in a 10 week
numeracy intervention program
that their family cannot afford

A step to future financial literacy for the next
generation of young people. .

2020 New Project

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$790

When I first came to RISE, I was very in my own
world. I was extremely shy, and barely spoke.
Within three months, I come out of my shell.
I'm now a successful trainee in childcare,

”

my dream job at the age of 15..

Amelia* Participant RISE Program Claymore Hub
17.

Inner City
Place-Based
Growth

New Hubs

Redfern Hub
Access to empowerment
Working to improve the financial independence
and emotional wellbeing of women
experiencing homelessness and/or victims of
domestic violence. Run by WAGEC - Women's
and Girls Emergency Centre, this program
provides wrap around holistic emotional and
practical support to 100 women and guides
them to employment and stability.
Women will experience improvement in
their financial literacy, earning capacity
and financial independence as well as their
confidence and social connection. The program
promotes partnerships with corporate and
community groups and local social enterprises.

Funding Target

$26,500
A Gift of Just

$250

is a Skills for Work
group for 12 women to learn
resume writing, interview skills,
and goal setting

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Youth Homelessness Project
Every night, young homeless people without a
safe place to sleep gravitate to the high traffic
areas of the Sydney CBD. Often moved on by
Police from public spaces, they seek refuge
in poorly lit, secluded areas. Near late night
venues, alcohol and drug affected adults, the
risks for vulnerable young people is frightening.

Funding Target

Over 28,000 people experience homelessness
in NSW; of these over 24% are aged between
12-24 with a further 12.9% children under 12.
Homelessness is a well-known risk factor for
entering the Juvenile Justice system. Whitelion's
specialist Youth Homelessness Worker provides
vulnerable young people with intensive support.
Let's turn more young lives around.

pays for 5 young
people to access vocational
training courses

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$100 gives a young person
new clothes and bedding

$1,000

Continuing Multi-year
Program

With One Voice - Redfern
Loneliness, and the depression which
accompanies it, is the global epidemic of our
era. Statistics show that 2 in 5 people feel
socially isolated and unheard. This isolation
leads to serious mental and physical health
issues and great economic disadvantage.
With One Voice by Creativity Australia is
alleviating loneliness, depression and isolation
through a community choir creating new
connections, and skills for people in need.
Funding will support local residents of Redfern,
who would otherwise not be able to afford to
participate in the life-changing With One Voice
community choir programs in Sydney.
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Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$100 will pay for a month of
'suppers' where choir members
get to know each other

2020 New Project

Yurungai Learning Centre - Redfern
Yurungai Learning Centre supports families
living in the Waterloo Public Housing estate
in Sydney with after-school services to 30-40
mostly Aboriginal primary school children.

Funding Target

Run by Barnardos, children receive nutritious
daily meals, one-on-one tutoring, homework
club, educational support and transport. They
also enjoy cultural learning, creative activities,
sports, dance, music and education in social
skills and empowerment.

will provide culturally
and age appropriate books for a
child struggling to read

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$100

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Yurungai works closely with parents, especially
mothers, to ensure they are safe, connecting
them also with culture and community.

Newtown Hub
My first job in Australia - Newtown
A paid work-experience Retail Training project
to employ 4 young western Sydney refugee
women (aged 18-28).

Funding Target

$27,500

Over 6-months they'll learn invaluable customer
service and work-skills at social enterprise The
Social Outfit in Newtown.
Research has shown that getting a first job
in Australia significantly increases future
employability, particularly for young refugee
women.

A Gift of Just

$250 pays for a week's paid
work experience for a young
woman from the refugee
community

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Designed to build financial literacy, social and
economic particpation for refugee women.

Newtown Early Intervention Support Hub (NEISH)
Domestic and family violence is the leading
cause of homelessness for women and
Newtown Early Intervention Support Hub
(NEISH) is a fortnightly safe space for women
only.
Bringing together specialist services including
Centrelink, WAGEC, family lawyer from
Marrickville Legal Centre and a monthly
employment service.
Run by Newtown Neighbourhood Centre, it is
hoped to reduce the amount of people that are
forced into homelessness or rough sleeping by
providing information on the services available.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$200

can provide a
supported play group session
for their children while women
receive one-on-one counselling

2020 New Project

First we Eat: Vocation training - Newtown
The International Shift offers hospitality training
for asylum seekers, refugees and new arrivals to
Australia.
This project will provide 15 paid employment
scholarships where trainees will learn and
work at Parliament on King café and catering
business.
Receiving professional mentoring, peer support
and certification, trainees are ready for their first
job, work placement or for further education in
Australia.

Funding Target

$16,500

A Gift of Just

$1,000 will create 10 hours

of training and 30 hours of work
experience for 1 asylum seeker
or refugee participant

Continuing Multi-year
Program

19.

Youth
Education

Giving by
cause area

Youth Education forms a critical part of our Place-Based Philanthropy programs across Greater Sydney.
So many of our projects to Inspire Your Giving are giving education opportunities and assisting with
mental health for our vulnerable young people lacking strong family support.
Working with young people facing complex issues, our successful RISE (Re-engagement Initiative towards
Supported Education) has seen 83% of young people either re-connected to school, further education or
employment. And our Strive and Thrive safe space programs help the transition from primary to high school.
The priorities on this page are pilot porgrams or scaling existing successful approaches to help young people
overcome the barriers of poverty, language, location, and trauma for equal access to education opportunities.
Our other multi-year and pilot youth education projects by place:
Strive for Girls (Liverpool)
Thrive for Boys (Liverpool)
YESS (Bankstown)
Headstartt (Fairfield)
Be Healthy Food (Fairfield)
RISE (Claymore)

Junior RISE (Campbelltown)
Counting for Life (Ambervale)
Youth Homelessness in CBD
Yurungai Learning (Redfern)
Creative Connections (Greater Sydney)
BUMP (Parramatta)

Sydney Women's Fund Future
Changemaker Scholarships
(Western Sydney Public High Schools)
Aunty: Role models for girls (Hurstville)
Young Women's Employment
Marketplace (Hurstville)

RISE for Work - Cabramatta
Co-designed with the Claymore community by
Sydney Community Foundation and Whitelion,
RISE - Re-engagement Initiative towards
Supportive Education was a pilot program in
2015. RISE is a proven, powerful initiative. This
year we are trialling 'RISE for Work' pilot with
Whitelion in Sydney’s Cabramatta for local
young people to increase their job readiness.
This nurturing alternative learning program
supports secondary students suspended,
expelled or chronically disengaged from
school. These young people face overwhelming
disadvantage . With expert wrap-around
support 83% return to learning, vocational/
training opportunities, and pathways to work.

Funding Target

$55,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 will pay for 3 young
people to enrol into subsidised
Certificate III training in their
chosen career path

Continuing Multi-year
Program

ProjecT EDucate
At a local level we are seeing an increase in
young people disengaged from education with
no alternative options for them to re-engage.
The consequences of youth disengagement
from education are significant.
ProjecT EDucate run by Project Youth will
allow disengaged students in year 9 and 10
to re-engage in learning within a supported
alternative education setting in Sydney's South.
A teacher, youth worker, and mentors will
create flexible learning environment; with
practical sessions and career development to
support young people on further education and
employment pathways.
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Funding Target

$55,000
A Gift of Just

$5,000 will provide a

student a course in a trade e.g.
horticulture or design

2020 New Project

Ditto's Keep Safe Adventure - Western Sydney
Statistically, 1 in 5 Australian children will be
sexually harmed in some way before age 18.
'Ditto’s Keep Safe Adventure' Personal Safety
Program by Bravehearts is a live, interactive
1/2hr show with song and easy-to-understand
concepts, for children aged 3-8 years (5-8 for this
project) with a free parent information session.
Designed to combat not only sexual assault,
it is reported to also reduce the incidence of
schoolyard bullying and domestic violence.

Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$12

covers the cost of one
school aged child to see Ditto's
Keep Safe Adventure show, live
in their school

2020 New Project

Ditto educates school-age children to protect
themselves from sexual assault through
empowering messages, recognising warning
signs and seeking appropriate help.

Eat Up & Learn
Funding Target

1 in 5 Australian children go to school without
food from home to fuel their growing bodies
and minds. Eat Up is filling the lunchtime gap
with more than 7,000 lunches every school
week.

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$1,000 will supply one

While Foodbank Australia runs a breakfast
program, come lunchtime, children are going
hungry. Missing meals leads to fatigue, poor
concentration, and higher rates of school
absences. Hungry kids fall behind their peers,
contributing to the cycle of disadvantage.

school with lunches for a whole
year

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Eat up is a sustainable, collaborative model,
where communities, schools and corporate
groups are engaged to prepare sandwiches.

Ready for School - Asylum Seekers
Encouraging inclusion and alleviating social
isolation by equipping children with the basics
so they don’t stand out and are less likely to
be judged by classmates. 49 families and 120
school-aged children from 95 nationalities will
benefit from the project.
The Ready for School project is designed to
improve the health, well being and education
of children of people seeking asylum. Newly
arrived in Australia, Children have experienced
disrupted schooling and trauma. Supporting
equal access to education, the Asylum
Seekers Centre helps families with little or no
income with financial relief for school fees,
uniforms, shoes, backpacks, and stationery.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$2,000

ensures children
seeking Asylum can participate
in school excursions and
activities

2020 New Project

Let's take it on the Road
Children in regional/remote areas have limited
access to the arts and cultural experiences
Sydneysiders take for granted. They are
comparatively less engaged at school, and
one quarter of young people living in regional/
remote Australia suffer from serious mental
health issues.
The Children’s Report by Unicef in Australia,
told us “children living in socioeconomically
disadvantaged areas spoke of feeling
‘worthless’, ‘irrelevant’ and ‘unappreciated’”.
Provoking empathy, respect, imagination and
understanding, Monkey Baa Theatre will run
workshops across NSW, so students can see the
world from different perspectives.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$1,500 will give free access

to an Edward the Emu Teaching
Artist workshop for 100 students
at a disadvantaged school

2020 New Project
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Food
Security

Eating well for
wellbeing

Dinner for 4 - Heckenberg
Making it easier for families to eat an
affordable, healthy dinner.

Funding Target

Launched in 2017, Dinner for 4 prepares and
packages a healthy meal for 120 families in
Heckenberg western Sydney.

A Gift of Just

$5,500

$2,400 secures 2 hours per

Making 30-40 meals per week. Dinner for 4
creates new employment opportunities for
disadvantaged women in Liverpool. Trained in
safe food handling to pack parcels for delivery,
women gain skills, work experience and are
paid 2 hours per week, 40 weeks of the year.

week employment for a year to
a woman in need, preparing the
food parcels for families

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Demand is growing for this project delivered
by Liverpool neighbourhood Connections.

The Village Pantry - Bankstown
Many families in the Bankstown community
struggle to make ends meet and put food on
the table. This project takes away the pressure
of hunger. It enables parents and caregivers
to know their childrens' health and wellbeing
is taken care of, while they find jobs to get
themselves back on their feet.
Community Support Services co-ordinates fresh
produce from Foodbank and Coles SecondBite.
Refugees, struggling families, and others in the
community choose what they need. Anyone
unable to pay gets food for free or those who
can make a small contribution.

Funding Target

$7,700

A Gift of Just

$1,000 pays for delivery

and transportation of healthy
food for the year

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Be healthy Food Packs - Fairfield High School
Sydney Community Foundation has run a
number of successful programs from the
Fairfield High School which has a high
proportion of newly arrived Australians.
Recently, we found the food security is a huge
issue with many students and their families
going hungry.
We're partnering with Fairfield High School to
make sure families can put food on the table,
and students come to school with food in their
belly, ready to learn.
Funding for this project will feed over 150
refugee and migrant families.
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Funding Target

$5,500

A Gift of Just

$500 will secure nutritious

fruit and vegetable snacks to
keep students focussed in class

2020 New Project

Eat Up & Learn
1 in 5 Australian children go to school without
food from home to fuel their growing bodies
and minds. Eat Up is filling the lunchtime gap
with more than 7,000 lunches every school
week.
While Foodbank Australia runs a breakfast
program, come lunchtime, children are going
hungry. Missing meals leads to fatigue, poor
concentration, and higher rates of school
absences. Hungry kids fall behind their peers,
contributing to the cycle of disadvantage.

Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$1,000 will supply a school
with lunches for a whole year

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Eat up is a sustainable, collaborative model,
where communities, schools and corporate
groups are engaged to prepare sandwiches.

City Pantry - Redfern
Funding Target

Within every community there are families
living with complex and challenging risk
factors, entering a cycle of disadvantage.
Poverty, unemployment, substance abuse,
family violence, unsafe housing, incarceration
or physical/mental disability of a parent, all
impact on their children’s wellbeing.

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$500 will provide nutritious

Girls & Boys Brigade are a critical support for
children and young people who live with at
least one of these risk factors, many with three
or more.

food to families who would
otherwise go hungry

2020 New Project

With early intervention Parent Support and
practical Food Hampers from city pantry,
families receive flexible responsive care.

Malabar Midwives
Recognised nationally as a culturally
appropriate and successful model for Aboriginal
maternal and infant health care, Malabar
Midwives is a pioneering Indigenous urban
midwife service initiated by Royal Hospital for
Women Foundation.
Building trust with new Mums on their journey
as parents, Malabar Midwives provide food
and transport and reduce barriers for Aboriginal
women to quality health care.
Addressing the inequities of access to maternal
and infant health care, this unique program is
improving health and wellbeing of Aboriginal
women and their children.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$50

will buy emergency taxi
vouchers for mum's with babies
in the premature babies ward

$1,000

will buy fresh food
deliveries for post-birth nutrition.

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Our Community Pantry - Bargo
Already supplying affordable food hampers to
3,800 families in Bargo, Warragamba, Goulburn
and Macarthur area, this critical food rescue
project has been supporting regional and
farming families in need since 2017.
Their own town hit by the recent fires, Our
Community Pantry (OCP) needs to provide for
families who have lost everything. Funding will
ensure 30 families will receive a food hamper a
week for 6 months, while they rebuild their lives.

Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$330

will feed a family who
has lost their home in the recent
bushfire for six months

2020 New Project

A model of building stronger communities,
OCP want to make sure no Australian child
suffers the physical and emotional scars from
witnessing their parents struggle to buy food.
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Refugee,
Migrant &
Asylum
Seekers

Supporting
Mental Health
& wellbeing

Face to Face: Bringing Refugee Stories to Sydney
Creating community harmony and increasing
awareness and understanding of refugees.
There is continuing evidence of intolerance of
the cultural and religious practices of refugee
students by teachers and peers. This is having
a long-term negative impact on the settlement
of many young refugees in NSW. Many report
leaving school feeling marginalized.
Through Face to Face presentations at
schools, community groups and professional
development activities, this project by Refugee
Council of Australia, is building social cohesion;
raise awareness about refugees, their journey,
and contributions to Australia.

Funding Target

$42,000
A Gift of Just

$1,200 will enable a

refugee speaker to attend a
2 day training program with
Refugee Council of Australia

2020 New Project

Paws for Trauma
Working with animals, PAWS for Trauma
assists refugee young people who have been
traumatised, to manage anxiety and regulate
negative emotions. These rescued animals
reflect some of the emotions that refugee
children are experiencing.
With the ability to mirror human body
language, the animals provide metaphors
and lessons about ourselves to help facilitate
change.

Funding Target

$30,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000

helps equip a
regional refugee youth group for
a year with access to Paws for
Trauma

2020 New Project

Run by STARTTS NSW and supervised by their
specialist clinical staff, small groups of young
people (15 per group) spend time with animals
living at Calmsley Hill City Farm.

Early Pregnancy Grief Peer Support
Despite how common miscarriage is, (1 in 4
pregnancies will end in misscarriage in the first
12 weeks), the silence and stigma leave women
feeling isolated and alone in their grief.

Funding Target

There is a gap in support and empathy for
women and the risk to mental health is high.
This Personalised Peer Support program by
Pink Elephants Support Network provides
targeted support, validating women in the
grief of miscarriage and early pregnancy loss,
significantly reducing the risk of mental health
concerns and symptoms that can remain for
three years post loss. Funding will help expand
support women in disadvantaged and CALD
communities.

$1,200 will train 12

$11,000

A Gift of Just

volunteer mentors to provide
one on one grief support

2020 New Project

Learn more...
Further Refugee, Migrant CALD and Asylum Seeker projects are prioritised in our Place-Based Philanthropy Programs in Liverpool,
Bankstown, Fairfield, Redfern, our projects supporting Women & Girls, and in Regional NSW.
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#Headstartt - Fairfield
Now in it's fourth year, Headstartt brings
refugee and migrant young people out of
isolation and into a positive support network,
attracting up to 100 young people aged 14-24
each week.

Funding Target

Headstartt in Fairfield offers homework club,
Job club, TAFE sessions, exercise, art projects,
resume writing and mental health support.
Initiated in partnership with Parents' Cafe
Fairfield Inc., STARTTS NSW works with Sydney
Community Foundation to deliver this program.

highly trained youth worker to
guide and mentor participants

$55,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 helps secure a

Continuing Multi-year
Program

Young people are offered positive alternatives,
and encouragement away from crime and
provide for themselves and their families.

Refugee Women's Legal Support Service - Parramatta
Refugee women in Australia face cultural and
linguistic challenges in presenting their cases.
Some, like the Rohingya people, lack literacy
in any language. These vulnerable women
are not familiar with Australian laws and
experience marginalisation and isolation. Many
are traumatised due to persecution, conflict,
forced displacement and family separation.
For asylum seeker and refugee women
experiencing visa uncertainty and other legal
issues like domestic violence or socio-economic
disadvantage, they greatly benefit from the
Refugee Advice and Casework Service who
provide confidential legal and wrap around
support in a safe, women only centre.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 will give women

access to a dedicated female
lawyer to accompany them at
department hearings and with
writing legal submissions

2020 New Project

Ready for School - Asylum Seekers
Encouraging inclusion and alleviating social
isolation by equipping children with the basics
so they don’t stand out and are less likely to
be judged by classmates, 49 families and 120
school-aged children from 95 nationalities will
benefit from the project.
The Ready for School project is designed to
improve the health, wellbeing and education
of children of people seeking asylum. Newly
arrived in Australia, Children have experienced
disrupted schooling and trauma. Supporting
equal access to education, the Asylum
Seekers Centre helps families with little or no
income with financial relief for school fees,
uniforms, shoes, backpacks, and stationery.

Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$2,000

ensures children
seeking Asylum can participate
in school excursions and
activities

2020 New Project

First we Eat: Vocation training - Newtown
The International Shift offers hospitality training
for asylum seekers, refugees and new arrivals to
Australia.
This project will provide 15 paid employment
scholarships where trainees will learn and
work at Parliament on King café and catering
business.
Receiving professional mentoring, peer support
and certification, trainees are ready for their first
job, work placement or for further education in
Australia.

Funding Target

$16,500

A Gift of Just

$1,000 will create 10 hours

of training and 30 hours of work
experience for 1 asylum seeker
or refugee participant

Continuing Multi-year
Program

25.

Responding
directly to need
in crisis

Bushfire
Recovery

Our Community Pantry - Bargo
Already supplying affordable food hampers to
3,800 families in Bargo, Warragamba, Goulburn
and Macarthur area, this critical food rescue
project has been supporting regional and
farming families in need since 2017.
Their own town hit by the recent fires, Our
Community Pantry (OCP) needs to provide for
families who have lost everything. Funding will
ensure 30 families will receive a food hamper a
week for 6 months, while they rebuild their lives.

Funding Target

$11,000

A Gift of Just

$330

will feed a family who
have lost their home in the
recent bushfires for 6 months

2020 New Project

A model of building stronger communities,
OCP want to make sure no Australian child
suffers the physical and emotional scars from
witnessing their parents struggle to buy food.

Guitars for Heroes
Enduring horrendous conditions to save
countless lives and over 25,000 buildings and
homes, volunteer firefighters have witnessed
firsthand the devastation and mourned the loss
of colleagues who died in the line of on duty.
Working extended shifts for weeks, or months,
the emotional toll of being away from their
families, while their own homes are in harm’s
way, has deep impact and many suffer PTSD.
his community program, developed by Nordoff
Robbins Registered Music Therapists, offers
emergency personnel free one-on-one and
group guitar lessons. In a familiar environment,
with people they know and trust, they draw
strength and can heal together.

Funding Target

$8,800

A Gift of Just

$1,000

allows volunteer
firefighters to process their grief
with a qualified music therapist

2020 New Project

Financial Capability for Survivors
Financial difficulties from natural disasters play
out over many months and sometimes years.
Delays in insurance claims, catching up on
mortgage or car repayments, or loans to replace
essential household goods can cause stress.
Currently, there are not enough financial
counsellors on the ground, and where people
don't have access to regulated, compassionate
advice in crisis, they may make decisions they
will later regret.
In keeping with our commitment to women's
financial capability, we want to support
communities in bushfire affected areas to have
access to financial counsellors as they rebuild.
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Funding Target

$22,000
A Gift of Just

$1,000 will provide quality

guidance to financially stressed
families to navigate debt and
available payments to help
them recover after crisis

2020 New Project

Stories of
Change

Our impact

“

The place-based work

with a gender-lens is what I

really get excited about.
We get to the local
leaders, who understand
what's needed at the

Georgina Byron, CEO
The Snow Foundation

grassroots level.

We fundraise from businesses, philanthropy
and government

and co-design programs for
education, employment and domestic violence.
We stay and build capacity.

”

We go deep and
		 we go long term.

Georgina Byron, Deputy Chair, Sydney Community Foundation
Chair, Sydney Women's Fund Advisory Council
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Liverpool

“ The women in our

Funding Goal

$78,700

community have a
real thirst to learn and
change their lives.”

Liverpool Neighbourhood Connections

Good things start with coffee
“Pepper’s Place was originally called Community
Coffee Break,” says Pat Hall CEO Liverpool
Neighbourhood Connections. “It was named by
Sue Pepper. She was doing a TAFE course here
and you know, she believed in the people of
Warwick Farm, even when no one else did.”
Shortly after the coffee shop opened, Sue was
diagnosed with terminal cancer. “I said to the
team, I wish we could change the name, so it
says something about her. Carol Morris, one of
our original employees, said 'what about Pepper’s
Place?' I thought, that’s fantastic! So I drove
straight to the hospital and told Sue. She just
smiled...but I knew it meant a lot to her.”
Sue Pepper passed away that afternoon. “I know
it sounds a bit kooky,” says Pat, “but I believe
all the good things that have happened for us is
thanks to Sue directing traffic in Heaven.”
Good things were indeed happening. In
2014, Sydney Women’s Fund (SWF) secured
a ‘challenge grant’ from NSW Government,
matched by a generous commitment of $100,000
a year over five years from philanthropist Deanne
28.

Weir. Half of Deanne’s gift was a five year
commitment to Pat’s salary. As the dynamic
leader of LNC, and a community champion,
it was also critical operational funding to this
SWF place-based ‘hub’ to growit's innovative
philanthropy programs and social enterprises.

“It’s knowing that you believe in me,”
says Pat. “That trust is just as important
as the funding.”
As well as the social enterprises, the place-based
philanthropy program helped establish Strive for
girls and Thrive for boys to help young people in
the transition from year six through high school.
With a safe space to go after school, they learn
how to have respectful relationships and make
friends, while having fun.
SWF support to Pepper’s Place helped attract
funding for the new Abel Dunn basketball court
which opened at the Warwick Farm LNC centre in
2016 an important piece of social infrastructure for
the community. 2017 saw the addition of courtside
gym equipment, and an art installation designed
by Strive students.

With Sydney Women’s Fund support, one
social enterprise has become five, providing
employment and a micro-business incubator,
reaching local women in need.
Last financial year ending 2019, the combined
turnover of all LNC enterprises was $182,716.20.
“This is amazing as in 2018 we turned over
$127,970, so we’re up by 43%.”
This rise in turnover helped support 4,846 hours of
paid employment with a wage bill of $145,409.65,
up from $115,451.75 the year before.

“We received $56,200 in trainee
scholarships from philanthropy, so we’ve
nearly tripled their social investment."
"This result is astounding, remembering
that seven years ago we started with 10
hours per week paid employment for one
disadvantaged woman.”
Recently, the success of this innovative social
enterprise allowed LNC to negotiate a partnership
with Liverpool City Council to run the Liverpool
Library Cafe creating new employee positions for
local women.
On the strength of the cafe, the council also
offered a temporary shopfront on Scott Street
Liverpool where graduates of the LNC Women’s

Inside the Violet room
Dermalogica is Sydney Women’s Fund’s
major sponsor committing $200,000 over the
past four years to support Sydney Women’s
Fund grassroots initiatives working with local
changemakers to create opportunities for all
Sydney women and girls to thrive across the
Greater Sydney area.
It all began at 'The Violet Room’, a Beauty and
Health Career Incubator and Social Enterprise,
run by Liverpool Neighbourhood Connections for
women in need. Many Violet Room customers
face daily challenges, are DV survivors, or have
recently arrived from war zones.

Micro Business Incubator can sell products
under the name ‘The Rising Collective Boutique’.
It recognises the need for additional support for
women who face barriers of abuse and poverty,
to pursue their dreams of financial independence
as entrepreneurs and attracted a funding
commitment from The Office Space.
“We are in the process of working with students
from Western Sydney University who are doing
an Evidence Based Research Project on this
wonderful Place-Based project. Once we receive
this paper we will be able to provide government
and non-government departments, funding
bodies, philanthropists, local business people and
our community the evidence that will clearly
show how together we have changed the lives of
our community,” says Pat.
Pat’s success in this role has seen her inducted into
the Zest ‘Hall of Fame’ in 2019 for her contribution
to community, women and girls of western
Sydney. She was also voted as a 2019 Westfield
Local Hero. Her team have been recognised with a
swag of awards as well.

“I believe these results clearly show that
our model of securing scholarships for
women from our funders works. The
support, work experience, and wages
that these women receive we know
changes their lives and their families.".

Now, a friendship circle meets three mornings a
week for Afghani, Pakistani, Sri Lankan and Tamil
women and their children. Their home countries
at war, these women come together to cope
receiving care and subsidised treatments at ‘The
Violet Room’. As our graduate beauty therapist
Monique says;

"We’re helping these women on the
inside as well as out."

To support these newly qualified therapists in one
of Australia’s most disadvantaged communities,
Dermalogica refurbished ‘The Violet Room’ with
professional equipment and products and the gift
of training scholarships.
Therapists are able to earn an income while
providing high quality service at low prices
for women in the community. The program
continues today, caring for women and building
confidence in both the therapist and the client.
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“ I thought what

Bankstown

happened to our
village? ”

Funding Goal

$66,900

Candice Epthorp Photography

Heart of a community
by Catherine Fox
Laying carpet tiles is a skill that
commerce graduate, teacher
and community activist Mona
Mahamed never thought she’d
need.
But she’s been on a steep learning
curve over the last year or so. And
she’s done lots of messy, back
breaking tiling, driven a large
truck and reversed a trailer for the
first time, and negotiated to set
up a thriving community centre in
the heart of Bankstown.
Not bad for a woman who has
her own personal challenges and
a family of eight. But connecting
with others in need is a passion of
hers – and she’s good at it.
It’s a key reason, along with
her own experience and
struggles, Mona established
Community Support Services for
others grappling with isolation,
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parenting, studying, getting a job
or simply making ends meet.
A former high school teacher with
a diploma in IT, Mona began
to get involved with support
networks through a What’sApp
group which focused on
educational help.
“We were a group of facilitators
and worked with students who
were struggling and met in
libraries,” she explains.
But then she started dreaming
big. And she met Pat Hall, the
CEO of Liverpool Neighbourhood
Connections in western Sydney.
“That was the catalyst to do
something. Pat said she could
see me going places and it made
me believe more in myself. The
impact of women supporting
women is powerful,” she says.
"Pat also introduced me to
Sydney Community Foundation

and I began to receive much
needed funding for the work."
Global Sisters network also
provided valuable support,
inspiration and profile for Mona.
Once she got moving with her
plans for a community hub the
project came together quickly.
In early 2018 Mona formally set
up Community Support Services
(CSS) which started operating
from the first floor of a building
next to Bankstown station in
October 2018.
Aside from a safe place to hang
out, the main focus is offering a
range of skills and workshops
in specially kitted out rooms.
Anyone can pop in, from migrants
to students, and they do. As
Global Sisters point out on their
website Mona has set up “a one
stop shop for the community
of Canterbury/Bankstown”
and includes The Village radio

program, named to reflect the
proverb that it takes a village to
raise a child.
The results of this village ethos
have been uplifting, to say the
least. Not long ago advice from
a specialist at a pathway to
university workshop helped get an
18 year-old into university after he
had spent a year at home losing
confidence.
Or there’s the buzz from the
sewing and design classes
including women from
Afghanistan, Syria and Vietnam
using a bank of machines Mona
collected over ten years (including
an old treadle Singer machine
which still works beautifully).
There are English classes for
migrants and drop in facilities
for school kids, and a room full of
books and toys for children. More
than 30 volunteers help Mona,
and those who can afford it pay for
the workshops they attend.
But of course the sustainability of
CSS depends on more help and

sponsorship – with the rent, new
sewing machines, donations of
computers and other sponsorship
from businesses for her food
hampers at the Village Pantry.

“Ten years ago if you came
and asked me about
community work I had
no idea. What I’m doing is
through lived experience.”
Mona's goal is to offer a path
to financial independence for
anyone who comes in the door –
so they can thrive not just survive.

Mona told her story, complete
with slides of the impressive results
of her carpet tiling, to our event
held at Minter Ellison in early
February. Since then she’s worked
full steam ahead with the backing
of supporters like Women Kind to
build up CSS even more.
Mona's warmth and enthusiasm
has hit a nerve with our supporters
and already motivated a generous
round of donations. Please Join
our Women Kind circle of givers
to keep her important work going
through 2020 and beyond.

Her work has been recognized
by many in the community
sector and she has recently
been nominated for a Women
Acknowledging Women Award.
As soon as we heard about
Mona’s work through Jane Jose,
CEO of the Sydney Community
Foundation and her team, we
wanted to get behind her and
make sure she could keep going.
So we asked Mona to join us at
our first event for the year.

Women Kind lifts off

Aiming to
welcome 100
members

Fund, aim to raise
$65,000 to support a
range of CSS Village programs.

"When we started to bring women together at
CSS, the thing that connected them all was their
isolation. Whether it was domestic violence,
or were newly arrived, they all felt they were
suffering alone," said Mona.

Cecilia Lim, Alexis Lindsey & Catherine Fox
© Photography by Candice Epthorp

"People can be very isolated, even in a bustling
place like Bankstown," says Mona Mahamed.
Founder of Community Support Services (CSS)
Mona spoke at the re-launch of the Women Kind
giving circle by Sydney Women's Fund.

"I want to revive our village. Through
sewing, cooking and art. I’m very very
resourceful. With a sense that everything
can have a purpose. We're all volunteers
here and I feel so nourished being with
the women we support."
As well as strong educational outcomes, CSS
Village supports over 200 volunteers a year which
fosters mentorship and a a sense of belonging for
everyone.

Thank you to Catherine Fox (pictured above) and
Julia Quinn, founders of Women Kind, a new
way for Sydney business women to connect with
the work of Sydney Women's Fund and local
grassroots communities.
In 2020, Women Kind with Sydney Women's
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Malabar

Image: Benjamin Strum

Safety and wellbeing for all women and children
Born and bred in Little Bay, Lee met her now
husband in school. Recently welcoming their first
baby Tatum, Lee came to Malabar Midwives Mother & Baby Clinic.
Established in 2006 by the Royal Hospital for
Women Foundation, Malabar Midwives aims to
improve maternal and infant health by providing
culturally appropriate care.
“I breastfed for nine weeks and it was really hard
for me. Just having Amy and Lola to talk to about
everything," said Lee.

“I feel like I’ve got a safe place and feel
comfortable to talk about anything with
no judgements.”
In addition to creating accessible healthcare,
Malabar Midwives creates belonging, “I’ve
made new friends with other mums like me to
share stories and concerns with, and I’ve also
reconnected with friends from school.”
Working in partnership the team includes a
Consultant Midwife, four Clinical Midwife
Specialists, an Aboriginal Health Worker, a
Social Worker and, in partnership with Sydney
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Children’s Hospital, a Child and Family Health
Nurse closely collaborates with the team to
provide continuity of care.
Since it began, Indigenous women accessing
maternal healthcare has more than tripled with
births at The Royal Hospital rising from 30 to 100
each year.
In 2017, Malabar Midwives received a $10,000
‘Bid for Good’ grant from the Sydney Community
Foundation and Sydney Airport partnership
which was used to support the Malabar
Midwifery Service and a Young Parents Group.
Amy Mackenzie, Child & Family Health Nurse
said; “The grant was used to support our Malabar
Midwifery Service and our Young Parent’s Group.
Without this funding we would not have been
able to continue our group this year and our
families are so grateful.”
The program supports young Aboriginal families
with children from birth to 18 months through a
weekly playgroup at the Malabar Mother and
Baby clinic.
Each week, providing a safe environment for
parents to yarn and connect with local families.

Campbelltown

They discuss a different parenting
topic such as feeding, mental
health or child development.
Participants have direct access to
a Child and Family Health nurse,
Social Worker and an Aboriginal
Health Worker who can better
manage any psychosocial
stressors that they might be
encountering.
The grant helped cover the cost of
providing lunch each week, take
the families on excursions and
purchase culturally appropriate
books and toys for the children.
“We are now able to treat our
families on special occasions such
as Mother’s Day which has been
greatly appreciated as many of
our parents have limited financial
and social support,” said Amy.

“It has been lovely to watch
friendships blossom within
the group with many of
our graduating families
continuing to meet up in the
community for play dates
and birthday celebrations.”
.
Andrea, mum to four month
old Callum said; “I’ve received
negative comments about my
parenting style and going to this
group has given me reassurance
that we are doing great.”

“This program has helped
me connect with other
mothers in similar situations.
It’s made me feel safer and
more independent and more
confident at home.”
Please help us support this critical
program and create equitable
access to healthcare for new
mums.

Funding Goal

$22,000

Funding Goal

$75,000

Does suspension change behaviour?
"When I first came to RISE,
I was very in my own
world. I was extremely
shy, and barely spoke".

Sydney alone, more alternative
education services are required
to to help these students at risk
of long-term welfare.

"Within three months, by just
going to RISE three days a week,
the community and our teacher
really helped me come out of
my shell. I’m now a successful
trainee in childcare, my dream
job at the age of 15."

A 2017 NSW Ombudsman report
noted the ‘benefit of smaller
class sizes and personalised
support for some students,
such as those with substantial
trauma, and/or with complex
mental health concerns and
calls for more places’.

*Amelia (name changed) is a
RISE participant who suffered
debilitating anxiety before
starting at RISE. Unable to cope
in the classroom she withdrew
from friends, family and school
until she was suspended.

Tightly resourced schools
are not always in a position
to support these students.
Research found that students
were still suspended despite
child protection risks at home in
situations of domestic or family
violence, less than half (43%)
receive welfare strategies and
other disciplinary measures prior
to suspension.

At RISE, Amelia was able to
gently restore her confidence.
Connected with local health
and community organisations,
Amelia found her strengths in
structuring activities and ability
to lead young people in groups.
A 2018 SMH investigation
revealed a disturbing trend in
south-western Sydney schools
who recorded over 9560 short
and long-term suspensions in
2016, almost four times more
than other areas of Sydney.
There are 35 Department of
Education learning centres
statewide which translates to
only 500 places in NSW. With
6550 students facing repeat
suspensions in south western

The RISE program began
five years ago when Sydney
Community Foundation was
invited to consult with the
community and find out what
they needed.
Young people suspended from
school were identified as the
greatest community challenge,
so RISE was co-designed with
leading youth charity Whitelion
who now run the program.
SCF has now also introduced
RISE Junior for primary students.
run by Save the Children in
response to calls by community.
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q
q
q

52 Victoria Street, Paddington NSW 2021
Questions? 02 8030 7050

Name on card:

ww.sydneycommunityfoundation.org.au

/20			

CSV:

Cardholder's signature:

Address:

Monthly donation
Please accept my regular donation $

Suburb:
State: 			

Card number:
Expiry:

Name:

One-off donation
q $10,000 q $1,000 q
Other $		

Postcode:

Phone:

$500 q

per month
$250 q

$50

I would like my tax deductible gift to go to:
q Women q Local Hubs q Youth Education
q Food Security q Refugee q Bushfire recovery
OR I've chosen from the priority project/s listed below.

Email:
Women & Children
Education
q

SWF Future Changemaker Scholarships

$

q

Creative Connection: OOHC & Justice

$

q

BUMP

$

q

Young Women's Marketplace Hub

$

All donations over $2 are tax deductible
By providing us with your details, we will add them to our mailing list.

q Tick if you do NOT want your details to be added to our email newsletter list.
Note: Once individual listed projects are fully funded, donations will be redistributed to other projects with similar aims on this list
ABN: 775 288 601 76 The Bonython, 52 Victoria Street, Paddington NSW 2021
enquiries @sydneycommunityfoundation.org.au
Redfern Hub

Indigenous Women & Children
q

Aunty: Role models for girls

$

q

Access to Empowerment

$

q

Indigenous Women's Career Mentoring

$

q

Youth Homeless Project

$

q

Malabar Midwives

$

q

With One Voice - Redfern

$

q

Yurungai Learning Centre

$

q

Yurungai Learning Centre

$

Newtown Hub

Safer Stronger Communities
q

Hope & Heal Retreats

$

q

My First Job in Australia

$

q

Refugee Women's Legal Support

$

q

Newtown Early Intervention Hub

$

q

Parents Brigade & City Pantry

$

q

First We Eat: Vocation Training

$

q

Women's Wellbeing Group

$

Youth Education
q

RISE for Work - Cabramatta

$

q

Women Staying Well Hub

$

q

ProjecT EDucate

$

q

Ageing Well

$

q

Ditto's Keep Safe Adventure

$

q

Sister School

$

q

Eat:Up and Learn

$

q

Tech Savvy Me (Over 55s)

$

q

Ready for School - Asylum Seekers

$

Multi-Year Place-Based Hubs

q

Let's take it on the Road

$

Liverpool Hub

Food Security

Older Women

q

Employmentt Scholarships

$

q

Dinner for 4 - Heckenberg

$

q

Women's Business Incubator

$

q

The Village Pantry - Bankstown

$

q

Strive for Girls

$

q

Be Healthy Food Packs - Fairfield

$

q

Thrive for Boys

$

q

Eat Up & Learn

$

q

Dinner for 4

$

q

City Pantry - Redfern

$

q

'The Rising Collective' Pop Up Shop

$

q

Malabar Midwives

$

q

Our Community Pantry - Bargo

$

Bankstown Hub
q

On the Job Skills for Work

$

Refugee, Migrant CALD, Asylum

q

Healing Art

$

q

Face to Face: Refugee Stories to Sydney

$

q

Y.E.S.S

$

q

Paws for Trauma

$

q

Women's Sewing Circle - Bankstown

$

q

Early Pregnancy Grief Peer Support

$

q

#Headstartt

$

Fairfield Hub
q

#Headstartt

$

q

Refugee Women's Legal Support

$

q

Be Healthy Food Packs

$

q

Ready for School - Asylum Seekers

$

q

Women's Friendship Sewing Circle

$

q

First We Eat: Vocation Training

$

Bushfire Recovery

Campbelltown Hub
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I enclose cash q Please send me bank details
Cheque (made payable to Be Kind Sydney)
Credit Card
q Visa
q Mastercard

Please fill out this form and return to:
Sydney Community Foundation

q

RISE Claymore

$

q

Our Community Pantry - Bargo

$

q

Junior RISE

$

q

Guitars for Heroes

$

q

Counting for Life

$

q

Financial Capability for Survivors

$



How to give...

Our major
donors and
supporters

Thank
you
Special thanks to
Sydney Women’s Fund’s
Major Sponsor Dermalogica

The Directors of Sydney Community Foundation acknowledge the support by NSW Government.

Also to Lord Mayor's Charitable Foundation, The Snow Foundation, and The Portland House Foundation
for capacity funding to expand our place-based program

THE

SNOW
FOUNDATION
Thank you to Major Supporters of Sydney Community Foundation, Sydney Women’s Fund and Be Kind Sydney
Dermalogica
Sydney Airport
Portland House Foundation
Parramatta City Council
Ian Potter Foundation
Westpac Women’s Markets
Sherry Hogan Foundation

Women in Super
McCarthy Mentoring
WeirAnderson Foundation
Vasudhara Foundation
Barbara Alice Trust
Equity Trustees
Ginger & Smart

CBA Women in Focus
Minter Ellison
The Office Space
Committee for Sydney
Corban & Blair
Agender - Women in Photography
Business Chicks
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Leadership
Sydney Community Foundation (SCF) Patron

The Honourable Margaret Beazley AO QC, Governor of New South Wales

SCF Vice Patron
Rosalind Strong AM

Sydney Women's Fund
Patrons
Wendy McCarthy AO
Lucinda Brogden AM

SCF Board of Directors
Michael Lynch AO CBE (Chair)
Diana D’Ambra (Treasurer)
Larissa Behrendt AO
Georgina Byron
Jenny Green
Corinne Kemp
David Knowles
Julianne Sanders
Wayne Stokes

Be Kind Sydney
Board of Directors
Lucinda Brogden AM
Diana D’Ambra
Michael Lynch AO CBE
Wayne Stokes
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Sydney Women's Fund
Advisory Council
Georgina Byron (Chair)
Clare Ainsworth-Herschell
Larissa Behrendt AO
Lucinda Brogden AM
Benedicte Colin
Jane Jose
Niki Kesoglou
Sophie McCarthy
William Smart
Nicky Verco
Deanne Weir

Chief Executive Officer
Jane Jose

Staff

Alessandra Styling - Administration and
Place-Based Liaison
Caroline Fonda - Place-Based Program
Communications and Engagement
Roshni Anand - Manager Finance and
Compliance

